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Community Collaboration at its Finest

When the municipalities and the community work together, great things can happen.  Last year the Independence Township Board of Trustees decided something needed to be done to revitalize the Dixie Highway Corridor.  In January 2009 Carlisle/Wortman Associates held a meeting for Dixie Highway business and property owners.  The meeting drew over 100 people and the Dixie Corridor Improvement Committee was formed.  There were over 30 ideas generated and the goal was clear.  What can we do to create a pleasant shopping corridor, retain current business and attract new businesses to the Clarkston area?   

Because there were so many ideas generated,  The Dixie Corridor Improvement Committee broke into four subcommittees to research implementing the short- and long- term goals that were suggested.  Each of the subcommittees had a member of the Independence Township Planning Commission included in it.  The volunteers that make up the committees spent many hours researching what could be implemented right away.  

The first idea they felt could be changed immediately was to amend the temporary sign ordinance for businesses.  This change would make it possible to purchase one permit, and the  business owner could use the temporary sign four times per year and keep the sign up for 14 days at a time.  They suggested some type of sticker to help enforce compliance.  

Also, there was an idea to reduce fees and obstacles for current businesses that want to change their permanent signage.

Another suggestion is to lower capital fees for water and sewer.  The fees would be less for businesses moving into vacant buildings versus new builds.  

Another idea is to beautify the area along Dixie Highway from Andersonville Road to White Lake Road and try to create a revitalized shopping district.

The final idea was to try to create a Commercial Rehabilitation District or a Brownfield District for certain areas on Dixie Highway.

This information was swiftly pulled together, presented to the Independence Township Board of Trustees on April 21st and some of the ideas are on the path for possible approval in the near future.  The community, planning commission and township working together can make a positive difference.  Attend the Township and Planning meetings to find out all the details about what’s happening and to show your support for this initiative.  The more businesses we have that move in to occupy our empty buildings, the better it is for all of our businesses.   

