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RELAY FOR LIFE TO HONOR AREA RESIDENTS TOUCHED BY CANCER

Clarkston, MI – The American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life event is often defined as a celebration of life and truly symbolizes the courage and spirit of the more than 500,000 cancer survivors who, each year, proudly walk the event’s survivor lap at more than 5,000 Relay For Life events nationwide.
“More people are surviving cancer than ever before and I am one of them,” stated Gail Engdahl, a 6-year breast cancer survivor. “In fact, there are 11 million cancer survivors living today. Because of progress made by the American Cancer Society, cancer is no longer an immediate death sentence. I am living proof that this disease is survivable, but there is still more work to be done to ensure everyone diagnosed with cancer celebrates more birthdays. That is why we hold the Relay For Life of Clarkston each year.”
On May 15 - 16 from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. local cancer survivors will be honored during the Survivor Celebration at the American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Clarkston. Survivor celebration activities offer both survivors and caregivers an opportunity to experience healing, receive support, and celebrate their collective victory over cancer.   
“Relay For Life is a place where you can go to share your story without saying a word,” said Gail Engdahl, Relay For Life of Clarkston Survivorship Chair. “We are inviting all cancer survivors, no matter if it’s been one day or one decade since their diagnosis, to come out and be celebrated.”
Participating cancer survivors are given special shirts to wear as they lead a special Victory Lap around the track in honor of their triumph over cancer. This year’s Victory Lap will be held at 10:00 a.m. with registration beginning at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday, May 15th.
“The Victory Lap is one of the most moving experiences of my cancer journey,” said Engdahl “Each year I’m overwhelmed by the crowds of people who surround the track cheering on survivors like myself. It reminds me that I’m not alone in my fight against cancer.”

Also at the heart of this emotional event is the Luminaria Ceremony, which occurs after sundown. Luminarias are small candlelit bags decorated with the names of people who have faced cancer. The lit bags line the track often into the morning hours.

“The sight of the luminaria glowing in the darkness is breathtaking,” said Dee Chartier, Luminaria Chair.   “The Luminaria Ceremony brings to light the impact cancer has had on our community and inspires us to do everything possible to find a cure.”

If you would like to make a donation for a Luminaria in honor or in memory of someone touched by cancer, please call 248 663-3414.  Luminaria will also be available at the event. All donations received for Luminaria and the Relay For Life as a whole are used to fund the American Cancer Society’s mission to save lives and create a world with more birthdays by helping people stay well, helping people get well, by finding cures, and by fighting back against cancer. 

For information more on how you can join the American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Clarkston, contact Kelly Brown at 248 663-3414.  Donations can also be made directly to the American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Clarkston by visiting www.relayforlife.org/clarkston.  

# # #
The American Cancer Society combines an unyielding passion with nearly a century of experience to save lives and end suffering from cancer. As a global grassroots force of more than three million volunteers, we fight for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every community. We save lives by helping people stay well by preventing cancer or detecting it early; by helping people get well by being there for them during and after a cancer diagnosis; by finding cures through investment in groundbreaking discovery; and by fighting back by rallying lawmakers to pass laws to defeat cancer and by rallying communities worldwide to join the fight. As the nation’s largest non-governmental investor in cancer research, contributing about $3.4 billion, we turn what we know about cancer into what we do. As a result, more than 11 million people in America who have had cancer and countless more who have avoided it will be celebrating birthdays this year. To learn more about us or to get help, call us anytime, day or night, at 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org.










