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Great Lakes Cancer Institute-Clarkston to Distribute Free Colorectal Cancer Screening Kits During March

Great Lakes Cancer Institute Program Raises Awareness About Life-Saving Benefits of Testing
The Great Lakes Cancer Institute (GLCI)-Clarkston is sponsoring a free at-home colorectal cancer screening program during March – National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. The kits, which are mailed to requesting individuals aged 50 and older, are made available by GLCI to help alert individuals about the life-saving benefits of testing early and often for colorectal cancer. Colorectal cancer is the third leading cause of cancer death.

The painless test takes just a few minutes and can be performed in the privacy and convenience of your own home. The screening kit can be requested by calling 1.866.696.GLCI (4524). Colorectal cancer (cancer of the colon or rectum) is the third most common cancer in both men and women and is expected to be the cause of death for 50,000 Americans this year, according to the American Cancer Society.

Having regular screening tests beginning at age 50 could save your life. Screening saves lives by detecting cancer at an early stage when treatment is more effective and the chance for a full recovery is very high. Screening can also actually prevent cancer from developing by finding precancerous polyps that can then be surgically removed.

“It’s the test people are too embarrassed to talk about, but it can save your life,” said Susan Yun, RN, Nurse Navigator for the Great Lakes Cancer Institute-Clarkston. “Silence is colon cancer’s best friend. At an early, localized stage, the 5-year survival rate of colorectal cancer is 90 percent.”

Deaths from colorectal cancer have decreased over the past two decades due, in part, to increased screening and awareness. However, only about half of Americans aged 50 or older have been tested recently for colon cancer according to the American Cancer Association.

Age is the greatest risk factor with more than 90 percent of cases diagnosed in adults aged 50 and older. Additional risk factors include a family history of the disease or a personal history of chronic inflammatory bowel disease. 
About The Great Lakes Cancer Institute 

Great Lakes Cancer Institute (GLCI) is a network of cancer centers that includes Ingham Regional Medical Center in Lansing, McLaren Regional Medical Center in Flint, Bay Regional Medical Center in Bay City, Lapeer Regional Hospital in Lapeer, POH Regional Medical Center in Pontiac, Mount Clemens Regional Medical Center in Mount Clemens, McLaren Health Care Village in Clarkston and Memorial Cancer Center in Owosso. With its growing statewide network of hospitals, oncologists and community practitioners, GLCI was created by McLaren Health Care to facilitate the integration of the oncology research and educational resources of Michigan State University College of Human Medicine with the physicians and facilities associated with the McLaren system. The result is the timely delivery of newly discovered treatment options as well as established standards of care to physicians and patients.

McLaren Health Care is a fully integrated health network, committed to quality, evidence-based patient care and cost efficiency. The McLaren system includes eight hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, imaging centers, freestanding dialysis centers, a regional network of cancer centers and providers, an employed primary care physician network, assisted living facilities, commercial and Medicaid HMOs, home health care and hospice, durable medical equipment and a wholly-owned medical malpractice insurance company.  McLaren has 13,000 employees and more than 9,500 network physicians.
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